Studies on surface properties of asbestos. IV. Catalytic role of asbestos in fluorene oxidation.
To determine whether asbestos is a basic catalyst, catalytic oxidation of fluorene to fluorenone in a heterogeneous system was tested. It was shown that oxidation was quantitatively possible on the surface of all basic minerals, such as asbestos (chrysotile and crocidolite) and magnesia, but was not possible with acidic mineral materials such as silica. The effects of different factors are discussed.